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Textual Criticisms and Explanations on "Twelve Monarchs"

in Spring and Autumn Annals

JI Xing-hua

Abstract: Spring and Autumn Annals is a chronicle compiled by the sage Confucius according to the his-

torical data of Lu State during Spring and Autumn period in Eastern Zhou Dynasty, the history lasted
242 years from the first year of Lu Yin (722 BC) to the fourteen years of Lu Aigong (481 BC) . The his-

tory of 242 years is not only the history of Lu State, but also a genealogical history of monarch of Lu

surnamed Ji with" Twelve monarchg' as the spindle. From the perspective of genealogy culture, it can

be said that Spring and Autumn Annals is a family history with 242 years revised by Confucius for Ji

family." Twelve monarchs' refers to Yingong, Huangong, Zhuanggong, Mingong, Xigong, Wengong,

Xuangong, Chenggong, Xianggong. Zhaogong, Dinggong and Aigong.

Key words: Spring and Autumn Annals ;' Twelve Monarchs" ; textual criticisms and explanations
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